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Cover Picture:  : Kestrel spotted in the graveyard at Boxted church. Thanks to Luke Smith  

1st April – Wednesday of Holy Week 

10.00am at St Mary’s - said Holy 
Communion 
 
2nd April – Maundy Thursday 

4.00pm at St Mary’s – Holy 
Communion and stripping of the altar 
 
3rd April – Good Friday 

12.00 noon at St Peter’s – Meditation on 
the Passion 
 
5th April – Easter Day 

6.00am at St Peter’s – Sunrise Service 
9.30am at St Mary’s – Easter Holy 
Communion 
 
12th April – Second Sunday of Easter 
10.30am at St Mary’s West Bergholt 
United celebration of Holy Communion 
(followed by lunch) 
 
19th April – Third Sunday of Easter 
9.30am at St Peter’s – Holy Communion 
Saturday 25th April –  
3.00pm at St Peter’s – Forest Church 
 

CHURCH   SERVICES 

26th April – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9.30am at St Mary’s – Holy 
Communion 
 
To check for other services and any 
alterations please email The Reverend 
Heather Wilcox – 
RevHWilcox@outlook.com 

 

Deadline for submissions for the May edition: 15th April 
Contact the editor via email: lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  



O 
ur cover picture this 
month was taken by 
Luke Smith, who is a 

local tree surgeon. Luke was 
working in the graveyard at 
Boxted church when he spotted 
a female kestrel perched on one 
of the headstones and quickly 
took this impressive shot of an 
equally impressive bird. Thanks 
to Emma Fowler for sending it 
in. 
The resurgence of nature is now 
all around us, of course, and my 
garden is full of daffodils and 
crocuses (all right, croci) and, 
amazingly, some snake-head 
fritillaries which we planted last 
year and forgot about. Lovely! 
My garden also contains some 
broken bits of clay pipe which 
are probably 18th century in 
date and must have been 
discarded at about the same 
time as our colonies in the 
Americas decided that enough 
was enough, and they would 
rather not pay taxes into a 
system that does not take care 
of them (we all feel like that, 
lads). It’s quite strange to get 

Welcome to the April Newsletter. 

such a direct connection: 
handling humble, everyday things 
that were in constant use so long 
ago—and tossed aside by the 
owner when they were no longer 
useful. It puts the state of our 
roadside verges into context—it 
seems we have always been 
inclined to throw out things in 
anger when they break 
unexpectedly.  
Perhaps the pipe’s owner was 
looking forward to a relaxing 
smoke during his meal break, sat 
down on a log, took out his baccy 
pouch and firesteel and — ‘oh 
dear, me pipe’s broken!’ - then 
hurled it into the long grass and 
stumped off in a foul mood. He 
might even be among the people 
commemorated on the 
headstones that Luke 
photographed. Spooky! 
 

Steve Pollington, 
 Editor 









Edward Bear Team  
will be hosting  their popular 

 

Woodland Walk Easter Trail 
@ Lawford Church CO11 2JX 

 Saturday 4th April 2026 
2pm-4pm 

 

open to all preschool, infant & primary aged children. 
Cost per a child £2.00 with an Easter gift upon completion 

please wear suitable footwear & clothing 
 

Refreshments available in the Church  
which will be decorated to celebrate Easter 

 

Please book your place  by texting with your details  
and number of children attending to 

Gill on 07791418388  



Boxted Parish Council Report – March 2026 

A  reminder that parish council 
meetings are open to the public. 

Please do come along and we have 
agenda time allocated at the beginning 
of each meeting for residents to raise 
issues. 
Our March meeting was quiet with no 
members of the public coming along. 
Planning applications were discussed 
this month and any comments agreed 
can be found on the Colchester City 
Planning portal – search for Boxted and 
you find those affecting the village. 
www.colchester.gov.uk/planning-search-

results/ 
Fly tipping should be reported to 
Colchester.gov.uk/recycling-and-rubbish/
fly-tipping/ 
There is little news on the sites that 
will be included in Colchester’s New 
Local Plan, which might have the land 
adjacent to the Hill Farm development 
included. They are still looking at the 
objections raised and looking at 
potential new sites that have been 
proposed – none of which are in 
Boxted. 
We have heard that the National Grid 
Pylon project has is at hearing stage 
where the Governmental Planning 
Inspector is examining the case for 
passing legislation permitting the Pylon 
project to be implemented. A good 

place for updates is the facebook page 
for ‘Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylons’. 

T he Annual Parish Meeting (not a 
council meeting but an 

opportunity for all residents to talk and 
raise issues is scheduled for 7pm on 
Wednesday 13 th May. Please do come 
along. 
The council will be writing to our MP, 
Sir Bernard Jenkin, to make the point 
that Boxted residents are unable to 
access a national gas supply and often 
must rely on heating oil. The increase in 
price is and will cause financial difoculty 
and also, we have heard that companies 
supplying oil are restricting volume and 
cancelling orders at the previous low 
price. We hope that Sir Bernard will add 
his voice to that of Suffolk MPs calling 
out this issue. 
Our next council meeting is Wed 8 th 
April at 730pm in the Village Hall. 
Please come along. 
Please get in touch with the Council by 
dropping an email to clerk@boxted-

pc.gov.uk , look at 
www.boxtedparishcouncil.org.uk and 
follow the Facebook page ‘Boxted Parish 
Council’. 





BOXTED   W. I. 

M embers incorporated into 
the March craft meeting 

International Womens Day with 
support for the campaign 'No 
More Violence Against Women' 
which was established in 2019 
following an estimated 1.6 
million UK women suffering 
abuse, harrassment, sexual 
exploitation, rape, forced 
marriage and domestic violence.  
Sadly this continues today with 
Y/E March 2025 an estimated 
2.2 million* UK women 
suffering violence. That is just 

under 10%* of the adult 
female population!  
Eyes were down for intense 
concentration of bead work 
creating key fobs with the 
acronym NMVAW whilst 
socialising with refreshments 
of course  

'Keep Britain Tidy' was 
initiated by a W.I. campaign 
and launched in 1954. Each 
year 400,000 volunteers clear 
litter. 
Following the article in the 
March newsletter for the 
Great British Spring Clean , a 

group of members took up 
the challenge to litter pick 
around the villages on cold 
windy March days to boost 
the existing local 
arrangements in an attempt 
to make a difference and 
hope that the lack of litter 
will be a deterrent...fingers 
crossed!   
April meeting:Tuesday 14th 
at 19:30 Boxted Village 
Hall  
 



Right: 
Boxted WI get 
stuck in Keeping 
Britain Tidy in a 
Spring Clean 
around the 
village.  
Below: 
Getting cratß ! 



Colchester   Sugarcraft  
 
We are a small friendly club who welcome everyone interested in 
cake decorating and making flowers and models from sugarpaste. 
We meet at Stanway Community Hall on the last Thursday of 
every month at 7.30. Visitors £5 includes refreshments.  
April 30th

 A.G.M. Sugarpaste model. Renew membership £40 per 
year. 
Contact Sue Albins   Sue28albins@btinternet.com  or 01026 
251955.  

O n Sunday 8th March Boxted 
Runners had Club members 

at Half Marathons in Cambridge, 
Colchester and Lisbon. 
A number of Club members were 
taking on their first ever Half 
Marathon. Like everyone else they'd 
put in hours and hours of training 
throughout the winter to ensure they 
were ready for their big day. All the 
training proved worthwhile and we 
saw some wonderful finishing times 
across all three races. Without 
exception all the Boxted Runners 
stepped up to the plate and rose to 
the occasion. 
As always they all did themselves and 
Boxted Runners proud. Finishing a 

Half Marathon proves that with hard 
work and dedication anything is 
possible and that running is about 
challenging and pushing yourself. 
They were all cheered on by the ever 
enthusiastic Boxted Runners who'd 
come out to watch and support their 
Club mates. 
Yet another first class day for Boxted 
Runners. If you'd like to know more 
about Boxted Runners please contact 
us on 
www.boxtedrunners.co.uk 

 
Ian Bown 

BOXTED   RUNNERS 





A s April begins, in the church, 
we come to the end of our 

Lenten journey to the foot of the 
cross on Good Friday, in anticipation 
of our joyful celebrations of Easter 3 
days later. 
Our Lenten journey is one of 
reflection, penitence and 
understanding a little more of what it 
means to ‘Pick up our crosses, and 
follow Jesus.’ It is a sobering 
pilgrimage, but if we make the most 
of the journey, then the celebrations 
on Easter day are even more special, 
and full of hope, as we remember all 
that Jesus has done for us, so that we 
can know that our sins are forgiven, 
and we have new and eternal life in 
him. 
But so often in life, we find ourselves 
searching out the quickest way to get 
from A to B and loose sight of the 
fact the journey is all part of how we 
get to our destination in the first 
place. In our rush, is there a risk we 
might miss something important 
along the way? 
By the middle of April, I will be 
getting ready to head off on my three 

months Extended Study Leave, or 
Sabbatical, for want of a better word, and 
as part of that Sabbatical, I will be going 
to Santiago in Portugal, but I intend to 
make the most of the journey, and go by 
foot, walking the 488 mile route from 
France, over the Pyrenees and then across 
Spain. 

T his is a trip, that is as much about 
the journey, as it is about the 

destination. I hope that by the journey, I 
will shaped and changed, as I take the 
time to slow down, to learn a different 
pace and just enjoy being in Gods 
wonderful creation and the great 
outdoors. 
As I journey, I am looking forward to the 
encounters I may have with fellow 
pilgrims along the way, and I am 
reminded of the disciples, being joined by 
Jesus on that first Easter day, as they 
journeyed by foot to Emmaus. 
And so my encouragement this Easter 
time, is for us all, to slow down from all 
the rushing, and actually make the most 
of the journey, less we miss the most 
important thing. 
May God Bless you this Easter time, and 
I look forward to sharing my sabbatical 
experiences, when I return in July. 
 

Rev Heather 

Making the Most  
of the Journey 





Street near where the Roman gate had 
been situated. A second proclamation 
was made on East Hill just outside East 
Hill House (opposite Greyfriars). A 
third reading was given outside the Red 
Lion Hotel in High Street where there 
was an obelisk. This has since been 
removed and placed in a prominent 
spot in Colchester crematorium. On 
this occasion, as on other occasions, 
people were brought into town from 
the villages by horse and cart.  
Motorised transport was beginning to 
appear but hackney carriages were very 
popular. This was the high point of 
horse transport and 120 were licenced 
in Colchester. By-laws governed their 
use, for example they were allowed to 
go at no more than 6 miles per hour 
and they could not carry corpses. Four 
people could sit in them. Two-seater 
carriages were called Handsome Cabs 
and these were very popular especially 
with the young. They had rubber-clad 
wheels that made for a quieter and 
smoother ride. Other carriages such as 
the Omnibus had 2 horses and could 
seat 8 people.. They were known as 
“growlers” because of the noise they 
made over cobbled streets. The council 
put straw down to mufne the sound 

BOXTED   HISTORY   GROUP  

T he Edwardian Age, which 
lasted from 1900 to the out-

break of the first world war, is still 
visible in Colchester today. Old 
photographs show it as recognisa-
ble, with a High Street that, being 
unsurfaced, was dusty in summer 
and muddy in winter. It was also 
covered in manure from the horses 
that provided the bulk of the 
transport at the time. There were a 
few concrete crossing places that 
were kept clean by council workers 
so ladies in their long dresses could 
cross without getting dirty. 
When Queen Victoria died large 
crowds gathered in Colchester to 
hear the proclamation of the new 
king Edward. One site was in Head 



 

WHEELCHAIR   LOAN 
 

   The Short Term Wheelchair Loan 
Charity (Reg. No.112657, 

www.wheelchairloancharity.com), based at   

Clacton Hospital, helps people needing 
the short-term use of a wheelchair.  The 
chairs are for all ages and reasons.  The 
service is a perfect interim solution if 

you require a wheelchair for an occasion 
such as a holiday, a wedding or to help 
accommodate a visiting relative.  The 
service is funded by donations and is 

free to users, although a deposit of £40 
from borrowers is asked for. 

  Enquiries may be phoned to 01255 
201763 or emailed to 

wheelchairloan@gmail.com 

when it was known that people were 
ill.  
North Hill presented problems for 
carriage drivers. Going up, passengers 
usually had to get out and walk, 
while going down the weight of the 
carriage caused it to race ahead and 
run into the back of the horse even 
when the driver was applying the 
brakes. 

A lthough carriages were widely 
used, people still rode around 

on horseback and pub landlords pro-
vided bales of hay as fodder to entice 
customers in. Boys could earn pen-
nies by looking after horses for their 
owners. In 1904 Colchester got its 
first electric trams. The town was an 
early adopter of the new form of 
transport and had 16 in all. It shortly 
afterwards added 2 more to go from 
the town centre to the Recreation 
Ground. The trams were wildly pop-
ular and large numbers of the public 
went on them just for the novelty. 
They were double-deckers with the 
upper deck open to the elements. 
The driver also had no cover. As with 
carriages, North Hill presented difo-
culties, On wet mornings the breaks 
didn’t grip and the tram slid down 
the hill. The solution was for the 
driver to press a pedal to pump out 
sand onto the tracks. It was a prob-

lem belonging to an earlier age but 
one that today we can readily recog-
nise. 
Patrick Denny spoke to the History 
Group about Edwardian Colchester. 
The next meeting will be at 
7.45.pm on 15 April in the village 
hall. Subject: £10 Poms and short 
AGM. 
 

ALAN LADBROOKE 









Our Club meets in the 
village hall every fourth 
Thursday of the month 
from 2.00pm to 3.30pm. 
The age of our members 
varies but the club would 
suit anyone over 60 so 
please come along and you 
would be given a warm 
welcome. Our members are 
always asked for their 
suggestions before our 
yearly entertainment 
programme is arranged and 
we do try our best to cater 
for everyone.  If you would 
like more information about 
our club please call Elaine on 
01206 273183.  

BOXTED  EVERGREENS 



Any ladies wishing to join the 
group or to come along as a guest, 
please telephone Gill Brown on 
01206 273286.  

LANGHAM  LADIES 

The Art and Craft Club 

meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month, 
2-4pm at Boxted Village 
Hall.  

All welcome - come and join in!  

 

2nd Langham Scout Group 

Meetings are held each 
Wednesday evening at the 
Community Centre.  
  Squirrels 5:00 to 6:00 

  Beavers 4:45 to 6:00 

  Cubs 6:00 to 7:30 

  Scouts 7:30 to 9:00     
Contact Group Scout Leader: 
James Puxley 07935 909063  

BOXTED   HISTORY   

GROUP  

 

Meeting every third Wednesday 
of the month at Boxted Village 
Hall. 7.30 for 8pm. 
Guests always welcome. 

BOXTED CARPET 

BOWLS CLUB  
 

Come and join us for a friendly, 
enjoyable afternoon playing bowls 
at Boxted Village Hall on Friday 2 - 4 
pm, Sept to April 
Further info please contact: 
Michael Hubbard 01206 271892 
Sue Smith 07465443795  
sueronben@gmail.com  
 

 
 

Langham Film 

Nights 
 

For details of films and screening 
times and to book tickets, go to  

www.langhamcommunitycentre.org.uk/
next-cinema-screening/  

 

 



Crafty Ladies 
 

Meet on first Wednesday 
of each month throughout 
the year, 10.00 am to 3.00 
pm at the Community 
Centre. Subscription £26 
due March and September. 
Contact Chrissy Todd tel. 
07742 131454. 

 

Carpet Bowls Club 
 

Meet every Tuesday afternoon 
from 2.00 to 4.00 pm at the 
Community Centre.  
Contact Cliff Jones on 07922 
156545 or Mervyn Bushe on 
01206 230209. 

The Zone for 6-11 year olds 5.30pm-7pm and the Edge for 
12-18 year olds 7.30pm-9.00pm. Fortnightly during term time. 
Contact Linda Sheil 01206 273324  

Contact Dot for more 
details on  

01206 272676      





langhamccbookings@gmail.com 

mailto:langhamccbookings@gmail.com


GOOD  NEIGHBOURS  CAR  SCHEME 

AND MORE … 

* We operate throughout the Parishes of 
Langham and Boxted 

 

* Our team of volunteers uses their own cars to 
provide door-to-door journeys to medical 
appointments or to pick up prescriptions 

 

* We also visit folk who are housebound for 
friendly chats 

 

* Registration is very simple—just phone the 
number for the day shown on the posters or in 
the Parish Magazine a few days before your 
appointment 
 

* There is no charge for the service, although 
donations are very welcome 

 

* All our volunteers are DBS checked and are 
friendly and experienced 

 

Interested in volunteering? Please get in 
contact with Annette Whybrow: 

annettejwhybrow@gmail.com 

01206 272773  07983519825 

Langham with Boxted PCC Registered Charity: 1131211 





Little Owls Pre School Boxted 
Ofsted registered 

www.littleowlsboxted.co.uk 
Phone: 01206 273226 

Email: littleowlsboxted@live.co.uk 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

At Your Service 



At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 



Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

CARISMA BODYTECH LTD 

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE 

Services   Repairs   Bodywork  
MOT    Insurance work 

01206 228221 

enquiries@carismagarage.co.uk  
Brookhouse Farm Boxted Road  

Colchester CO4 5HH 

mark & peter graves 
carpenters & general builders 

 

a family run business providing a professional  

service and quality workmanship at competitive rates. 
 

general interior & exterior property improvements/maintenance includ-
ing: painting, kitchen installation, shelving, cupboards, wardrobes,  

flooring, windows, doors, architraves, skirting boards, guttering, fascias, 
roofs, extensions, conversions, renovations, garages, new build, deck-

ing, patios, fencing, sheds and barns. 
all jobs considered 

tel: 07889 947150 (day) or  
01206 271173 (evening) 

At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:enquiries@carismagarage.co.uk


  
 

BS GARDEN  MAINTENANCE 
Hedge & Grass Cutting  *  Pruning          
Planting  *  Painting & Odd Jobs  *   Winter 
Logs 
 

Mobile: 07513 150526               
Tel: 01206 273292  

 

At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

 

FARM   &  WOODLAND  SERVICES 

BOB’S LOGS & KINDLING 

Open fire/wood burner            Barn stored 

 

Mobile: 07733 326644 

Tel: 01206 391146 

For   All    
Advertising Queries ,   

contact 
Paul   Armstrong 

boxlangads@gmail.com 

Tel:   07766 747497  



At Your Service 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 



 

FUTURE ELECTRICAL LTD  
YOUR  LOCAL   ELECTRICIANS  

Call Chris on  272494 or 07798 865377 

Free quotations     Qualified & Registered 

Family Business           future_@mail.com 

 

Michael J Byles 

Plumbing & Heating 

Oil Boiler Installations      Servicing & Maintenance 

Oftec  Registered 

General Plumbing & Heating work also undertaken 

Telephone 01206 822225     

Mobile 07717 012433 

E –mail: michaeljbyles @aol.com 



NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE? 

SAMARITANS  

Available 24 hours a day 

116 123 

34 Walsingham Rd,  

Colchester CO2 7BP  

Open 10am to 8pm dai ly  

01206 561234  

BOXTED VILLAGE HALL 
Cage Lane, Boxted , CO4 5RE 

Contact  

Debbie Eley 

Telephone:- 01206 870266 

Email:-  boxted@community-
centre.org.uk 

Home to a number of local 
clubs and regular activities, it is 

also available for hire for 
parties and functions, with a 

capacity of 120 seated in rows 
or 100 seated at tables.  

 

If  you have any new 
clubs or events planned 

in the future, please 
consider using the village 

hall as your venue . 

 

For  ALL  Advertising  
Queries, contact 

 

Paul Armstrong 

boxlangads@gmail.com 

Tel:   07766 747497  



THE PARISH OF  LANGHAM 
WITH BOXTED 

 

Contact Details 
 

Websites     
Boxted – www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/6458    
Langham – www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/6459  
Rector  Heather Wilcox 

01206 240906/07503151715 
RevHWilcox@outlook.com 

Please contact the Rector  with any 
enquiries 
Church Office available by appointment  

Mon-Fri: 10am - 12pm 
Priest with PtO (Permission to 
Officiate) Revd Anne Mason 

07895 970834   
revdannemason@gmail.com 

Curate  Revd Emma Barr 
     07801659345 

Lay Minister   Denise Hobday 
     230918 

Church Administrator  (for the parishes 
of Langham with Boxted, West 
Bergholt and Great Horkesley     
Donna Luxton (Mon - Wed) & Jo 
Rassell (Thur- Fri)  
Email:  
6parishescolchester@gmail.com  

Deadline for submissions for the  
May edition:  

15th April 
Contact the editor via email:  

lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  

 
Churchwardens   

St Mary’s Langham 
Stephen Garner                272599  
Sgarner.22@btinternet.com 
Denise Hobday                230918  
hobdaylangham@hotmail.com 
St Peter’s Boxted 
Jos Carter                      272755 
Zone  Youth Group                  
Dominic  & Linda Shiel  273324 
The Edge Youth Group                  
Dominic  & Linda Shiel  273324 
 
 
 

St Mary & St Peter Newsletter 
Editor  Stephen Pollington 
07796015846 
Email:  
lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  
Advertising  Paul Armstrong  
07766 747497  
Email:     boxlangads@gmail.com  
Distribution     
Elaine Mott (Boxted)  273183 
Linda Tralau (Boxted)  272710 
Paul Armstrong (Langham)   
07766 747497  

mailto:6parishescolchester@gmail.com



